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Cox ELius his Memorial of Prayer, 
and Alms ſet forth. 
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AcTs, x. 4. Latter Part. 


Thy Prayers and thine Alms are come 
up for a Memorial before Gon. 


n HIS is that ſurprizing, but gra- 
cious Salutation, with which the 


60 85 Angel accoſted Cornelius, be- 


ing diſpatch'd from above on 
1 0 0 — "IA? Cornelius was 2 
devout Man, and feared Gop with all his 
Houle. 


Tur Maſters Example is catching, and 
runs through the whole Family, and as is the 
Head ſuch will the Body be. They, who 
are truly influenced by Gop's bleſſed Spirit, 
cannot wholly take up with Speculation a- 
lone, nor content themſelves barely with 
withing, and willing. Good Thoughts na- 
turally kindle into good Deſires, which im- 
perceptably form into good Deſigns, till at 
laſt they break out into good Deeds, which 
— themſelves unprompted in Acts of 
Piety towards Gop, and Charity towards 
Men. By that Term a devout Man, the 
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be FHeirs of Salvation. Theſe they eſteem 


124 
Jews generally underſtood One, that was 
proſelyted to their Law, a Convert from Hea- 
theniſm to Judaiſm, and fo far, a Worſhip- 
per of the True Gop, the Gop of Itrael. 
And ſuch was Cornelius, a Proſelyte of the 
Gate, or ſecond. Order, who tho' for want 
of Circumciſion, he was not admiſſible into 
the Temple, made his Approaches towards 
it, as far as it was lawful, embrac'd the Pri- 
vilege of being admitted ſo near as the En- 
trance, and miſs d no Opportunity of joining 
with them at the ſtated Hours of Prayer. 
This gave him the Character of a juſt Man, 
one that feared Gop, and of good Report 
among all the Nation of the Jews. 


Suck an Aſſemblage of Virtues united in 
one Perſon, could not. but engage the pecu- 
har Attention, and immediate Care . of the 
Almighty. The Sons of Virtue are the Sons 
of Gop: And tho' they may not always 
be the moſt proſperous and flouriſhing in this 
Life, are nevertheleſs the Darlings and Fa- 
vourites of Heaven. He will give his Angels 
Charge concerning them. Theſe bleſſed 
Spirits always ſtand in his Preſence, and 
perpetually ſurround his Throne, waiting 
his Pleaſure and ready to execute his Com- 
mands. They are all miniſtring Spirits; 
and never better employ'd below, than when 
ſent forth to miniſter unto them who ſhall 


at 
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at preſent as fellow Labourers in promot- 
ing the ſame Work (7. .e) the Glory of our 
common Father, which is in Heaven ; and 
as future Partners in Bliſs, where they are 
to be joint Companions, in perpetuating the 
wondrous Theme. They look on us with 
a fond and affectionate Eye, as being near 
of kin on the one fide, (i. e.) no leſs than 
half Brothers, and with an Eye of tender- 
nels and compaſſion on the other Half, 
pitying the Infirmities and Struggles of the 
Fleſh with the Spirit, kindly aiding and aſ- 
ſiſting the Soul againſt the Body, facilitating 
her Conqueſt, and joining in the Triumph 
over Her. Gop /coked down from Heaven 
upon the Children of Men, to behold, and ſee, 


if there were any that would underſtand, and 


\ ſeek after God. Where eminent above the 
Reſt, for Virtue, and * higher than any of 


the People, like Saul the Son of Kiſh, from his 
Shoulders and upward appeared Cornelius, a 
Man of ſo pious a turn of Mind, as to make 
it his conſtant ſtudy aad employ to ſearch 
and feel after Gor, if happily He might 
find him, and from a deep Senſe of Duty 
to the Supreme Being, laid out his whole 
Self and Subſtance in giving much Alms 
to the People, and praying to Gop always. 
As Cornelius merely by the Light of Nature, 
improv'd by his own Inquiries, and familiar 
Converſe amongſt the Jews had made ſuch 

Advances 


* P/alm iii, 3. d 1 Sam, x. 23. 
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Advances in Religion, as to diſcover, and 
forilake the Errors of Gentiliſm, and to re- 
nounce Idolatry, and Polytheiſm for the 
Worthip of the true Gop, it ſeem'd Good 
to 'the Divine Wiſdom to lend him all ne- 
ceſſary Aid for his greater furtherance and 
improvement therein, to ſend forth his Light, 
and bis Truth to be bis Guide, and to lead 
him in the Way everlaſiing. Neither truly 
was it conſiſtent with Gop's great Goodneſs - 
and Philanthropy to hide his Face forever 
from one who ſought it with his whole 
Heart, nor to ſuffer him any longer to grope 
out his Way in Darkneſs and Ignorance, the 
Deſire of whoſe Soul was to his Name, and 
to the frequent Remembrance of Him. 


Tux Almighty therefore ſingled him out 
as a Choſen Veſſel from the reſt, by whom 
to magnify his Word, and his Truth, above 
all Things, to diſplay his eſpecial Providence, 
and Care over the Righteous, and to let the 
admiring World behold and ſee his Children 
as much diſtinguiſh'd for their Reward as for 
their Merit Notwithſtanding thoſe great 
Attainments already made in every Virtue, 
and that good Report among all the Nation 
of the Jews conſequent upon it, which was 
as high as human Nature or Reputation could 
go; One. Thing was yet needful, to com- 
rag him in his private Capacity, to ripen 
im throughly, and make him yet * 
or 


# 
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for Heaven. He had ſeemingly acquir'd a 
competent Knowledge of the only true 
Gop, but knew nothing of Jeu Chriſt 
whom he had ſent, 


THAT nothing therefore might be want- 
ing on Gop's Part towards enlightening his 
Underſtanding, and making up that De- 
ficiency, he vouchſafes to ſend down an 
Angel expreſs from Heaven on that Errand, 
who was previouſly to acquaint him, by 
way of preſent approbation and future en- 
couragement, That his Prayers and his Alms 


were come up as a Memorial before Gop, and 


to direct him withal where to apply for 
further Inſtructions, what he ought to do. 
This may properly be call'd the Devout 
Man's Sacrifice, for ſo the Word render'd 
Memorial implys, E. G. Te Prieſt ſhall 
take from the Meat Offering a Memorial 
thereof, and burn it upon the Altar, it 1s an 
Offering made by Fire, of ſweet Savour unto 
the Loxd. And this is favoured by the 
Expreſſion come up or aſcend, vz. as the 
Smoke from the Altar. To this Purpoſe 
the Pſalmiſt Let my Prayer be ſet forth in 
thy Sight as the Incenſe, and let the hifting 
up of my Hands be an Evening Sacrifice. 
Thus the Author to the Hebrews exhorts, 
Let us offer to Gop the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
continually giving Thanks to his Name. A 5 

B t. 


© Lev. ii. 2. 9, 4 cxli, P 13. 15. 
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St. Pan} to the gy wages calls the Things 
which they fent him by the Hands of Epa- 

Phroartus an Odour of a fweet Smell, a 
Sacrifice acceptable, well. pleafing to Gop. 
This Sacrifice, you may obſerve, conſiſts of 
two Parts, wiz. Firſt Prayer and Secondly 
Alms, Twin Siſters from the ſame common 


Parents, (i. e.) the Faith and Fear of Gop. 


- He that cometh to Gop muſt believe that 
be is, 7.e, muſt fully be perſuaded in his 
own Mind, that there is ſuch a Being or 
Exiſtence, and that he is a Rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeek him as to his 
eſſence. To offer Sacrifice upon any other 
Suppolition is a downright Abſurdity and 
Self- contradiction. If there be no Gop, we 
acknowledge 'a Non-entity, an unexiſting 
Exiſtence : And if he be not the Rewarder 
of them that ſeek him, it will be the ſame 
Thing with reſpect to us, as if there was none, 
ſeeing that we might as well ee him nor, 
as ſeek him. 


Wurm theſe two Points are thoroughly 
ſettled in the Affirmative, Faith will prompt 
us to make our Approaches to him to direct 
our Prayers unto him, and to look up, in 
hope, and humble Expectation of this Re- 
ward; and Fear will make us ever cautious 
of dffending him, and quicken our Diligence 
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in the Search, leſt through our own Re- 
mitineſs, we ſhould fall ſhort of it. Naw 
Prayer in general may be detin'd:to be 4 rows 
and affefttonate Addreſs of the Heart and 
Soul to Gop, from a Conſciouſneſs of our 
own Weakneſs, many Wants and Infirmities, 
and a due Senſe of the Divine Majeſty, and 
his all Sufficiency to ſuceour and relieve 
them. And this Definition extends to all, 
and every Species of Prayer, whether publick 
or private, familiar, or in the Cloſet. As 
Gop is in himſelf a Being of fuch tranſ- 
cendent Majeſty and Glory as to furpats 
every Thing that the Heart of Man can con- 
ceive ; ſo may he upon that Account alone 
expect every act of acknowledgment and 
ſubmiſſion from all inferior Beings, whoſe 
Natures are at an infinite diftance from his 
own. And as he is moreover the Author 
of all Being, the various Orders of Angels; 
as well as Men, and all ſublunary Exiſtences, 
and the Preſerver, as well as Creator of 
them: So does he, demand a Tribute of 
Adoration and Praiſe from every Individual, 
in Strains more or leſs exalted, according as 
they 77/6, or fall in the Scale of Beings. 
The former of theſe may be conſider'd as 
a Duty; the latter as a Debt. 


AnGELs and Men, who are beſt quali- 
fied for this glorious Taſk, have Obligations 
equal to their Abilities. And accordingly 
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it is the conſtant Employment of the former 
to hymn the Throne of Gop Day and Night 
and invite us to imitate them, as far as the 
diminutive Perfection of our Nature will 
permit; that his Will might be done in Earth, 


as it is in Heaven. 


THEsE purer #therial Beings are in fo 
fix d and confirm'd a State of Grace, and 
Felicity, as to be paſt all Probation or Pe- 
tition. Fulneſ of Foy and Pleaſures for ever 
more are already their Poſſeſhon, and the 
Lot of their Inheritance, from which there 
is no Danger of their Fall, or Deprivation, 
either thro' inward Infirmity, or outward 
Surprize. 


Bur with Man who is of a middle Na- 
ture between Angel, and Brute, a Compound 
of matter and Spirit, the Caſe is far other- 
wiſe. He ſets out upon very unequal Terms, 
with none of thoſe Advantages, which thoſe 
bleſſed Spirits enjoy. His Taſe is much 
harder than theirs, and his Abilities to per- 
form it, much 1%. He is already a laps d, a 
fallen Creature, and through that till more 
liable to fall; of ſo flux and uncertain a 
Condition, that his Being muſt be renewed 
Day by Day, or he muſt ſoon ceaſe to be 
at all. He is all Vant, all Infirmity, and 
therefore ſhould be all Petition, all Prayer. 
80 long as he is in this State of OT; 

EE. | c 


[ 9 ] 


he is ſecure neither of preſent, nor future Hap- 
pineſs. Bodily Wants and Infirmities daſh in 
upon and imbitter the one, and ſpiritual Ene- 
mies on every Side invade and endanger 
the other, The World therefore may not 
unaptly be compared to the wide Ocean, over 
which, his whole Life is but one continued 
Voyage, where he is hourly expoſed to 
Storm, and Tempeſt, and all the Perils of 
the Main, and liable every Moment to be 
wreck'd, ſwallowed up and loſt in the briny 
Deep; unleſs it ſhould pleaſe Omniſcience 
to be his Pilot, to remove every Rock and 
fill every Sail with propitious Gales, and fo 
to guide the Helm and ſteer the Veſſel, that 
ſhe may at length arrive in ſafety, at tbe 
Haven where ſhe would be. 


On the good or bad Succeſs of this Voy- 
age, our All, our Soul and Body and the 
Happineſs or Miſery of both depend. 


In a Caſe therefore of ſo much Difficulty 
and Danger, how much does it concern us to 
implore the divine Mercy, not to leave us to 
ourſelves, and the Errors of our own Miſ- 


conduct, to call in the Almighty's Aid by 


frequent and importunate Prayer, that he 
would ſtrengthen us to ſurmount the one, and 
guide us to avoid the other. Mitbout him we 
can do nothing, but we can do all Things, 


through our Gop that helpeth us, u we 
ve 


10 


have prov'd all Things elſe, and found the 
Vanity and Inſufficiency of human Means, 
his Grace is ſufficient for us, his Strength is 
made perfect in Weakneſs, To whom then in 
all our Dangers ſhould we fly for Succour, 
but to thee O Lozy, who art able and willing 
to fave all thoſe, that come to thee, to the 
uttermolt ? 


EARLY therefore will we direct our 
Prayer unto him, and will look up. There 
is no fear of a Repulſe from him who is al- 
ways more ready to hear than we to pray, and 
is wont to give more than either we deſire or 
deſerve. No Time is unſeaſonable to him, 
who never flumbreth nor fleepeth : No Place 
unacceptable to him, who filleth Heaven and 
Earth with his Preſence. What comfortable 
Aſſurances are theſe? What kind Encourage- 
ments are they for us to apply to the Throne 
of Grace, where no Petitions, duly qualified, 
ſhall be rejected, but the meaneſt as well as 
the greateſt of the Children of Men ſhall not 
only gain Admittance, but Acceptance. Call 
upon me, fays he, in the Time of Trouble, jo 
will hear thee, and thou ſhalt praiſe me. 
When our Neceſſities are moſt preſſing, ſo 


are his Invitations to call upon him ; and our 


Petitions ſhall be crown'd with Succeſs, equal 


to that Fervency with which we offer them 
up. Our Duty and our Intereſt are blended 
to inſeparably, that we beſt promote the one 


by 
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by the Performance of the other; and we 
never ſerve ourſelves fo effectually, as when 
we are moſt zealous in the Service of Gop. 
Let us praiſe him therefore with joyful 55 
and tell of bis Salvation from Day to Day. 
Thus ſhould we moſt happily divide our Time 
between Prayer and Praiſe. Prayer for what 
we want, and Praiſe for what we have. Our 
Saviour himſelf has taught us, thus to addreſs 
our Father which is in Heaven, (i. e.) to be- 
gin with a Petition and end with a Doxol 
And how can we approach him with a better 
Proſpect of Succeſs, than when we pray in 
that Form, and in thoſe Words which him- 
ſelf hath taught us when we pray to ſay. 
Many aſk and receive not, becauſe they aſk 
amiſs. But there can be no Danger of failing 
here either as to the Matter or Form. Here 
is nothing redundant or ſiper fluous : Nothing 
wanting, or deficient, When therefore we 
ſet about ſo holy an Exerciſe, as that of Prayer, 
our firſt Requeſt to Gop, ſhould be that of 
our Saviours Diſciples to him, viz. Lord teach 
us to Pray. Let the Words of my Mouth, 
and the Meditation of my Heart be always 
acceptable in thy Sight, O Lord my Strength 
and my Redeemer. 


Tuus ſhould we approach him with that 
Frame and Temper of Mind, which befits 
wretched and miſerable Sinners, when falling 
low at his Footſtool, to ſupplicate the Di- 

vine 
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vine Majeſty, that he would be merciful unto 
us, and forgive us our Sins paſt, and for the 
future ſave and defend us in all Dangers 


ghoſtly and bodily, that he would not lead us 


into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil: 


That he being our Ruler and Guide, we 
may ſo paſs thro Things Temporal, as finally 
not to loſe the Things that are Eternal. 


_ Every good, and every perfect Gift is from 


above; and cometh down from the Father of 
Lights. From him all holy Defires, all good 
Counſels, and all juſt Works do Proceed. He, 
and he only knows, what is beſt fitting for 
us to %, and him to grant. The Gift of 
Prayer itſelf therefore, is to be reckoned a- 
mongſt the Eſpecial ones of Divine Grace. 
He firſt inclineth their Hearts, and then his 
Ear hearkneth thereto, He muſt help to 
cleanſe our Hands, and purify our Hearts, be- 
fore we ſhall be worthy to ofter him any Sa- 
crifice. I will waſh mine Hands in Innocen- 
cy ſays David, and ſo will I go to thine Altar. 
The Prince of Poets therefore has preterr'd 
the Dove which is the Emblem of Meeknels, 
and Innocence, to the Honour of bringing Am- 
brofia to Jupiter. Without theſe Requiſites 
firſt had, and obtain'd, we ſhall offer the ſa- 
crifice of Fools. As is the giver ſo is the Gift, 
and as is the Intention ſo is the Acceptance. 
We therefore do well to begin our Commu- 
nion Service in joining his Omniſcience to his 

Omnipotence. 
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Omnipotence. As he is a Gop; © to whom all 
Hearts be open, all Deſires known, and from 
whom. no Secrets are hid, and in Conſe- 
quence of both beſeeching him, to cleanſe 
the Thoughts of our Hearts, by the Inſpira- 
tion of his holy Spirit,“ to the intent that we 
may perfectly love him, and worthily mag- 
aify. his holy Name. When the Hing up of 
our Hands, is hu attended with the V 
up of our Hearts, we offer unto the Lorp 
a Sacrifice, better pleaſing than a Bullock; that 
hath Horns and Hofs. 


Bur this is but one Part of Cornelius his 
Memorial, there is another yet behind, not 
leſs material, without which the former is 
mutilated, and imperfect. The Angel; if 
you remember right, does not tell Cornelius, 
that his Prayers alone, were come vp for 
a Memorial before Go, but thy Prayers 
and thine Alms, not ſeparately but con- 
junctly. Neither Prayers, nor Alms alone, 
but every Thing in its own Order; firſt 
Prayer, and then Alms. The one paves the 
Way for the other, and as it were Uſhers 17 
into the Divine Preſence. Prayer more aptly 
diſpoſes the Mind for Alms giving, and the 
Almighty the better to accept it. Alms un- 
leſs introduced by Prayer favour more of 
Vanity and Oſtentation, than true Charity; 
and Works of Piety, unleſs ſeconded by Alms 
giving, are but ſuperficial, Phariſaical Pre- 
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tences. Therefore ſays the Lorp, I will 
have Mercy, and not Sacrifice. All legal 
Oblations, are no longer uſeful and availing, 
ſince Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us : 
And the unbloody Sacrifice inſtituted in their 


Room has ſwallow'd em up, and ſuperſcded 
them forever. He has releas'd us for the 


future from all coſtly, and expenſive Sacrifices, 
that we may have the more to give to him, 


that needeth. He firſt compounds the whole 
Debt that we owe him; tho' a mighty Sum, 
for the minuteſt Part, a flender Acknowledg- 
ment, and then transfers it from himſelf to 
our poor Brother, whoſe Receipt is to be our 


Acquittance. 


A Morſel thus beſtow d upon the Hungry, 
ſhall diſcharge us, from the firſt Fruits, of 
our Corn and Wine. A caſt Garment to 
cloath the Naked from either extream of 
Weather, ſhall ſuffice for the feecy Product 


of our Flocks; and a ſingle Joint to a di- 


ſtreſſed Widow, and her ſtarvling little Ones 
ſhall ſet off for whole burnt Offerings of Calves 


of a Year old. Prayers unleſs thus accompani- 


ed by Alms, ate but as Leaves without Fruit, 
which being wither'd and dry, are ſnatch'd 
up by the firſt Blaſt, born this Way and chat 
by the ſportive Winds thro' the empty Air, 
and arreſted in their upward Flight, ſo 25 


ne er to reach the Throne of Gov. By their - 


Fruits ye ſhall know them, ſays our Saviour, 
} 
211 (2 
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and not by their Leaves. - Alms are the Fruit, 
by which it ſhall be known, of what ſpecies; 
or kind the Tree is. Every Tree is known by 
its own Fruit. To be barren is well nigh 
unto a Curſe. True Piety is ſeated in the 
Heart, and not in the Tongue and is as inſe- 
parable from Charity as Water from its Foun- 
tain, Works of Beneficence muſt proceed 
from his Principle: If genuine and ſincere ; 
muſt be done in Gops Name, and for his 
Sake, or they will want 'of their Value and 
Currency with him. They will neither ſtand 
the Trial of the Scale, nor the Touchſtone, 
but upon the firſt Eſſay will be found wanting, 
both as to their Weight and Purity, and as 
ſuch will be rejected by him, tho' they ſhould 
bear his own Image and Superſcription. But 
why ſhould the Head, made of fine Gold, be 
debaſed with * Feet of miry Clay for its Sup- 
porters? Why ſhould d Cloth be put upon a 
new Garment? Or Embroidery be bettow'd 
on Rags? Why ſhould that, which was /c<7 
in Glory, fink in diſboncur? Or Works, begun 
in Piety towards Gop, fall ſhort in Acts of 
Charity towards Men? What avails it to 5 in 
well, and leave the Work Half finiſh'd ? Gop 
will not be ferv'd by Halves. Will not be 
put off with mere wordy Profeſſions, nor ac- 
cept of a corrupt Thing, when we have a 
Male in our Flock, 
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When Araunab the Jebuſite offer d unto 
David Oxen for burnt Sacrifice, and threſh- 
ing Inſtruments, and other Inſtruments of the 
Oxen for Wood, David as a King rejected 
the Kingly Gift; and ſaid, Nay. but I will buy 
it of thee at a Price; neither will I offer burnt 
Offerings unto. the LoxD of that, which ſhall 
colt me nothing. 


Maxx would be more exe Jary for Cha- 
rity than they are, was it not for the Expence 
of it. | 


Wovrsp the Calves of their Lips commute 
for Calves. of a Lear old, who would be ſo 


full of good Works and Alms Deeds as they? 


Were Colleges to be founded and Hoſpitals en- 


dowed by the Efufien of many Words, and 


the Eficacy of Prayer alone, no Structures 
would be ſo pompous and magnificent as 
theirs, who would not part with the leaſt of 
their Subſtance either towards the. Foundation, 
or the Endowment. Theſe would chearfully 
come before the Loxp, with thouſands of 
Rams, and Rivers of Oil, could they but find 
the former, like Abrahams, ready caught by the 
Horns; and the latter like Moſes, by. ſmi ting 
the flony Noc k, ſo that it might gu/b out like 
Vater; and Streams flow withal. A like 
Vein of Charity would flow. towards their 
Neighbour with that of their Piety towards 
Gop, viz. They would fill the Hungry with 

Car | good 
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good Things could they but prepare a Table 
for them in the Deſert, but would not ſuffer 
them to come nigh their Dwellings, unleſs it 
would rain Manna, and rails from Heaven 
for their Subhiſtance. They would ſcarce go 
to the Expence of tue Barley Loaves and rw 
ſmall Fiſhes, tho' to feed ive thouſand Men, 
beſides Women and Children at one Time, 
unleſs for the Sake of the twelve Batkets of 
Fragments that remarn'd over and above to 
them that had eaten. Such Benefactors in 
Word but not in Deed, would neither profit 
themſelves nor others, though they could 
ſpeak with the Tongues of | Men and of Angels. 
Seeing that the Poor and Rich would be tent 
alike empty away, when feaſted only with 
founding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. 


Bur be not deceived, Gop 7s not mocied. 
Of whatſoever a Man ſoweth, of that ſhall be 
reap. He that ſoweth to the Fleſh, ſhall of 
the Fleſh reap Corruption. Shew me thy 
Piety therefore without thy Works, and I will 
ſhew thee my Piety by my Works. For as the 
Body without the Spirit is dead; fo Piety with- 
out Charity is dead alſo, Charity then is the 
Spirit, which muſt enliven Piety, and when 
thus united, they take Wing and afcend up to 
Heaven, like Mannab's Angel 'in the Flame 
of the Altar, from "whence we may fee him 
by the Eye of Faith, as it were, returning 
with the ſame Divine Approbation, with that 

of 


of Cornelius, viz. Thy Prayers and thine Alms 
are come up for a Memorial before Gop. 

So far then my Friends and Brethren all is 
well, (7. e.) we have made a good Beginning. 
A Tove Principiam. 
We have begun with Gop, from whence 
all our Beginnings ought to commence. Un- 
der ſuch Auſpices, we cannot fail of making 
an happy Progreſs, and bringing Things to a 
proſperous Iſſue. Proſper thou O Lok, the 
Work of our Hands upon us, O proſper 
thou our handy Work. 

Wr are well met once more, Gentlemen, 
Natives of Wilts, from different, and widely 
divided Towns and Fields and all the Region 
round about Avon, and are come up with 
our Tribes, and our little Ones in ſolemn 
Proceſſion to the Houſe of our Gop, which 
is call'd the Houſe of Prayer, where, it is to 
be hop'd, we have all join'd in offering up 
our Supplications in fuch wiſe, as becomes a 
Chriſtian Aſſembly conven'd for that Pur- 
poſe, that Gon may be in the midſt of us. 
More eſpecially as 7h7sis profeſſedly our Feaſt 
of Charity, let there be no Spots, I beſeech 
you Brethren, to ſtain or defile it. To act 
uncharitably in any Senſe, on ſuch an Oc- 
caſion as his would be to act abſurdly, and 
horridly out of Character, as it would not 
only fruſtrate, but pervert the very Intention 
of our Meeting, and prove but a bad End- 
ing to ſo good a Beginning. 


BETTER 
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BETTER for us not to have aſſembled at all, 
than not to anſwer the Deſign of our Aſſembly, 
ſeeing that St. Paul's Reproach to the Corin- 
thians in a ſimilar Caſe would be ours, 
(i. e.) We ſhould have come together not for 
the better but for the worſe, It had been 
more prudent not to have approach'd the 
Lord in Prayer for his Bleſſing on our Un- 
dertakings; for if they have proceeded out of 
fergned Lips, they will not only be unavail- 
ing, but turned into Sin. In vain doth the 
Trumpet found to Battle, if it doth not ani- 
mate the Soldiery to the Charge. The fineſt 
Harangues upon Bravery are thrown away, 
and ſpent in Air, that are beſtow'd upon the 
Daſtard, and the Degenerate. Let the Words 
of the Preacher then be as Goads to ſtimulate, 
and prick them forward, that are dull and 
flow, to every good Work. I delire that 
Fruit may abound, to your Account. He 
that ſoweth / paringly, ſhall reap ſparingly. 
i The liberal Soul ſhall be made Fat, and he 
that watereth, ſhall be watered alſo himſelf. 
So that he who is moſt beneficent to others, is 
his own greateſt Benefactor. Put on therefore 
holy and beloved Bowels of Compaſſion. Let 
it be no difficult Thing for me to perſuade 
you to that, which 1s moſt conducive to your 
preſent and future Advantage., Then what- 
ſoever we ſhall plant, and whoſoever ſhall 
Water, Gop will not fail to give the En- 
creaſe. 

b Ephefians i, 11.17. l Proverbs Chap.oxi. ver. 25. 


Aol 


To yon my Countrymen and Brethren be- 
long the fir Honours of inſtituting this Feaſt. 
Fo you, that Bath, through its Vicinity, has 
caught-the Flame, and that even our Metro- 
Polis itſelf begins to concerve- and kindle into 
a friendly Blaze. It will be a /audable Ambi- 
tion in you to maintain the Ground, ye have 
gain'd by farting fir, and to keep ſtill fore- 
moſt in the Race of Glory. So that forgetting 
the Things, that are behind, ye preſs ſtill 
forward to the Mark of the high Prize of 
your calling. For you to faint or flag, would 
be inglorious, where ſo many of your Pre- 
deceſſors have ſo bravely led the Way. Here 
you may be allow'd to blow the Trumpet be- 
fore you, when ye do Alms, to let your Light 
ſhine before Men, to be as exemplary as you 
can, to draw on others to an æmulous imita- 
tion, without the Charge of Vain-Glory, or 
Hypocriſy, where the Profeſſion and the 
Practice are both of a Piece, and the Coun- 
tenance is only an Index of the Heart. It is 
allowable on this Solemn Occaſion 01th 
Trumpets and with Shawms to ſhew ourſelves 
joyful before the Lord the King, and to make 
our Joy ſo diffuſive, as to Eccho to the ex- 
tream, the remoteſt Corners of our County, 
ſome of whoſe Inhabitants, perhaps, may 
have reaſon to bleſs Gop to future Genera- 
tions, for the meeting of this Day. Labour 
not too Sollicitouſly tor the Bread that pe- 
ritheth. Nothing periſheth ſo effectually, 


ad 
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as that, which is ſpent in Luxury and Pro- 
fuſenefs; It deſcendelb into the Belly, and 
from thence into the Draught. Let me 
recommend frugal:ty therefore, nay parſimo- 
uy in your future Entertainments, that there 
may be the more abound to the Supply of 
thoſe that are in Want. That which is 
beſtow'd upon the Indigent and Neceſ- 
fitous, is more our own than before we 
parted with it; is depoſited in Hands, from 
whence it never can be alienated from us, 
but will hourly be accumulating, out of the 
reach of Fraud, or riſe of Failure. For 
Heaven is the Bank, and Gop himſelf the 
Security. Happy, thrice happy, is the 


Man, who has laid up all his Treaſure, and 


his Heart in a fund fo ſafe and inexhauſti- 
ble, where after all the Changes and Chances 


of * Mortal Life are over, he ſhall be ſure 


at his coming to receive his cn with Uſury. 
HRE then from the Doctrine laid down, 
and the Example, exhibited to us, we may in 


the firſt Place make this comfortable Obſerva- 


tion with the Apoſtle, that of a Truth Gop 
75 no reſpecter 
he that feareth him, and wworketh Rigb- 
teouſneſs is accepted with him. Cornelius was 
by Birth and Parentage, by Country and 
Education an Heathen and Idolater, and ſo, 
far, an Enemy to Gop, and Stranger to 
the Covenant But Gop who 1s the great 
Searcher of Hearts, knoweth them that are 


Perſons, but in every Nation 


hs. 


. 


[ 22] 
bis. And our Saviour declares, that him 
that cometh to me I will in no wiſe caſt out. 
* But will rather, as in the preſent Caſe, Work 
a Miracle for his Converſion, than ſuffer him 
to paſs unconverted. But Secondly we may 
obſerve, that there is no Station, or Profeſſion 
of Life, which Men may not adorn by a 
virtuous and religious Deportment None that 
will be admitted as a Plea or Excuſe to Gop 
for a Vicious and Criminal Behaviour. 

CoRNELIUs was a Soldier; a Centurion 
or Captain of an Hundred, of the Band cal- 
led the Italian, then in Garriſon at Cæſarea, 
at a remote diſtance from Rome, and leſs 
liable to be called to Account for his Con- 
duct or Moral Character in Civil Life. But 
yet ſo far was he from taking Advantage of all 
this, as to turn it into an Opportunity of do- 
ing good with the better Grace, and of ſhin- 
ing more conſpicuouſly from the Eminence 
of his Virtues than his Station. His Hours 
of Leiſure and Remiſſion from military Duty 
inſtead of being ſpent in Offices of Lewaneſs 
and Debauchery were conſecrated to none 
but Picus, and Eleemoſynary Uſes. His 
Tongue, an utter Stranger to Oaths and In- 
pretations, to obſcene or blaſphemous Dil- 
courſe, was exercis'd in Prayer and Pratſe, 
and Acts of Adoration to the Supreme Being. 
His Hands, inſtead of Rapine, and Plunder, 
were employ'd in cloathing the Naked, and 
dealing his Bread to the Hungry. So that 


we 
k Jahn vi. 17 ver. 
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we are here ſent to the Camp as a Schoo of 
the pureſt Erudition, to learn Chriſtianity of 
an Heathen, Piety from a Soldier and Works 
of Pity and Compaſſion from one, whoſe 
Profeſſion it was to ſhed Blood What may 
we not learn from ſuch a Leader as this. As 
is the Leader, ſo is the Follower. A devout 
Centurion will have a devout Soldier. What 
a Reform would this make in the Army, 
were we to begin at the Head firſt, and the 
Officer in this, as in other Points to ſhew the 
Example. Habits of Virtue, are to be ac- 
quir'd by Exerciſe, and Diſcipline, as well as 
thoſe, which Outrage Nature, are offen/ive 
to Gop, and ſhocking to all good Men. 

BuT Cornelius was not only a Centurion by 
Command, but a Nobleman by Blood. The 
Cornelian was one of the moſt illuſtrious Fa- 
milies'in Rome. It is a great Advantage to be 
greatly deſcended. The Honours deriv'd from 
a long Race of Anceſtors Right Honourable, 
raiſe the Bearer above the vulgar Standard, and 
imply demand Veneration and Eſteem ; which 
when improv'd by his own perſonal Merit, 
and Acquiſition, ſhine with double Splendour, 
and make his Luſtre yet more illuſtriaus. Vir- 
tue is the only Source of true Honour. What- 
ever is derived by any other Channel, flows 
from an impure and muddy Fountain. It is 
that which ennobles Nobility itſelf, and is the 


brighteſt Gem even in the Imperial Crown. 
8 | ſuch 


: 
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Such Centurions, and ſuch Neobles are not on- 
ly an Ornament, but a Bulwark to their 
Country. They are as Arrows in the Hands 
of a Giant. Happy is the Prince, that hath his 
Quiver full of them: They ſhall not be a- 
ſhamea to ſpeak with their Enemies in the 
Gate. This then is a Character, tho' con- 
crſe, yet the moſt compleat, the higheſt fi- 
a d, that ever Ambition itſelf aſpir'd to, 
being confirmed by unerring Veracity, and 
atteſted by infinite Wiſdom. The Man to 
whom Gop vouchſafes ſuch high Marks of 
Favour here below, enjoys Heaven by anti- 
cthation ; conceives nought but Heaven, 
breaths nought but Heaven. And when the 
happy Hour of his Enlargement. from this 
Priſon of Clay is come, ſhall be attended on 
his Fligbt upward, as it were by Relays of 
Angels, who ſhall %% falute him with this 
Epinicion, or Song of Triumph over Death, 
and the Grave, Oh Death where is thy Sting; 
Ob Grave where is thy Vifory ? Which at his 


ſecond Stage ſhall be revived with a long Re- 


guten, or Song of everlaſting Repoſe. Ble/- 
ſed. are the Dead which die in the Loxp, for 


” they reſt from their Labours, and their Works do 
fellow them. To be cloſed with this ſolemn. 


and final Peroration, or Hymn of Intromiſ- 
tion into the Seats. of endleſs Bliſs, Lift up 


your Heads, Oh ye Gates, and be ye lift up, 
e e verlaſting Doors, Fuß fs Ons Y Glory 


ſhall! come in. 
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